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City of Pick City October 7, 2026.                
2027 Budget Hearing & regular meeting minutes 
Present: Mayor Arvid Anderson, council Kel Westman, Brandon Reiser, Scott Bather, Lori Davis (via Zoom). Absent: none
Also present: Floyd & Shelly Hanson, Travis Frey, Alyssa Maeder-Stafford, John, Eric & Mavis Elkins, Attorney Mark Kaffer, PWD Jodi Ell, Accountant Amy Ones, Auditor Diane Johnson.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Mayor called Budget Hearing to order at 7:30 pm at the city hall.
Council reviewed the Budget present by Ones and no public contested budget. Bather motion, second Westman to approve the 2027 budget as presented. All in favor, MC.
Budget hearing adjourned at 7:40
Mayor called the regular meeting to order at 7:41pm. Reiser motion, second Bather to approve contest items: agenda, bills and Sept. 2,2026 meeting minutes. All in favor, MC.
Engineer, Travis Frey requested the approval of Mike McCleery’s plat survey, which will not be annexed into Pick City. Questions & concerns followed including road maintenance on Huber Lane which the city owns a portion of, traffic, abiding the city’s Ordinance to any development proposed in the future years. Attorney Kaffer advised council that if any future development happens the city can address those issues at that time. Reiser motioned, Bather second to approve the plat survey, all in favor, MC.
John Elkins presented a proposed plat survey (Tract 1 & Tract 2) of the land his mother, Mavis owns. A portion of “Tract 1” is already annex into Pick City. They were requesting adding 140’x138’ to Tract 1 to the current annexed lot with a 25’ easement/access on the Western boundary of said tracts to allow access and utilities to the South for Tract 2. Davis motioned, Westman second to approval the preliminary annexation and plat with all costs of annexation fees and future infrastructure responsibilities paid by owners of said Tracts. All in favor, MC 
Lawyer updates: Letters were sent out to the companies responsible for the water break at the motel. 
He also said that the state will be checking more into the company that hit the water line. Pick City has an indemnity clause in our Rough Rider franchise. 
Dog complaint was sent out; no court date is set up as of yet. 
Mr. Kaffer advised the city to look at additional permits and annexation fees for future developments and recommended updating our ordinances.  
Drain tile was dug out & repaired. In the alley between Block 24 and discovered that three fiber optic boring sites damage the drain tile in alley which caused the drain tile to collapse in those areas and plugged the drainage. The drain tile through the alley way east & west and North into the old park was jetted out and three new clean out were installed. Auditor will send pictures of damage and attorney will look into the matter.
Reiser motioned, second Bather to approve building permits for Andrew Berscth – covered paved patio, Dennis Jones – car port around garage, Mike Meier – water in cooler. All in favor, MC.
Pledge of Securities in the amount of $690,000.00 was received from USB.
LEPC meeting Oct. 28.
Bather motion, second Westman to approve utility assessments for two property owners in Pick City. All in favor, MC.
Mercer County Auditor certified uncollected property taxes from 2023 to 2025; in the amount of $10,581.12.
Water: Curb stop at Rieser’s was replaced in September.
Inland potables inspection of clear wells. Received a good report. Drain man & Jodi repaired the seized North cell access cover at water plant.  
Landfill: yearly inspection was done in august. Received a good report with the exception that the gate has been left open by contractors, Jodi will contact their supervisors.
Landfill is closed for the season
Streets: concerns were brought up about the conditions of the alleys & ditches with the underground boring throughout the town. The city will be contact companies about reclaiming these areas. 
Meeting adjourned @ 8:46pm. Next regular meeting November 4, 2026 @7:30pm
Payroll-5147.28; Diane Johnson -38.00; Jodi Ell-50.00; US Treasury-1448.75; Job service -12.61; WRT-178.16
RRE-1584.92; Circle Sanit.-2422.25; MSRWD-5965.86; MSRWD-6065.02; Coal Conversion-99.00; Dak Tex -164.70
Drain Man -27,985.00; Drain Man -3175.00; Fergusion-643.37; Inland Potables-3450.00; Loffer -76.67; NDDOEQ-183.55
NDDOEQ -108.00; One Call -170.70; One’s Consulting-1200.00; S & M lawn Service- 3150.00; Salhus -100.00
Scott’s-204.03; Share Corp-595.43; Swanston-104.11; Diane Johnson-11.52			
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Notice of
UNKNOWN SERVICE Line Material
This is a yearly report required by State and EPA
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Notice of Unknown Service Line Material

This notice is being provided only to those locations with a service line that has been classified as being made of unknown material.  This type of line is referred to as a line with Unknown Service Line Material.

The City of Pick City is focused on protecting the health of every household in our community. This notice contains important information about your drinking water.  Please share this information with anyone who drinks and /or cooks using water at this property. This includes: any resident in apartments, staff and patients in nursing homes, students and staff in schools, employees and customers in businesses and parents or guardians and children of daycare facilities who would be likely to drink the water at this site or location. If you are aware of non-English speaking individuals who need help with the appropriate language translation, please contact: City of Pick City, Jodi Ell, 701-487-3327. pickcity@westriv.com). 

What is a service line? A service line is the pipe connecting the water main to the interior plumbing in a building.  The entire service line may be owned by either the water system or property owner, or ownership may be split between the water system and the property owner.

[bookmark: _Hlk174969891]The City of Pick City is currently working and will continue to work to identify service line materials throughout the water system.  The material making up the water pipe (called a service line) that connects your structure to the water main has not yet been specifically identified and is currently classified as unknown material but may be lead.  Because your service line material is unknown, there is the potential that some or all of the service line could be made of lead or galvanized pipe that was previously connected to lead.  People living in homes with a lead or galvanized pipe previously connected to a lead service line have an increased risk of exposure to lead from their drinking water.

[bookmark: _Hlk174970973]Identifying service line material
To help determine the material your service line is made from, please contact, The city of Pick City, Jodi Ell 701-487-3327 or pickcity@westriv.com EPA has developed an online step-by-step guide to help people identify lead pipes in their structures called Protect Your Tap: A Quick Check for Lead.  

https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/protect-your-tap-quick-check-lead-0


Health effects of lead

Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health effects in all age groups.  Infants and children can have decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead exposure can lead to new learning and behavior problems or worsen existing learning and behavior problems. The children of women who are exposed to lead before or during pregnancy can have increased risk of these negative health effects.  Adults can have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, and kidney, or nervous system problems. 

Replacing lead service lines

If you are planning on replacing the portion of the service line that you own, please notify us at The city of Pick City, Jodi Ell, 701-487-3327 pickcity@westriv.com 


For information about potential financing solutions to assist property owners with replacement of lead service lines, please contact us at The City of Pick City, pickcity@westriv.com
Steps you can take to reduce lead in drinking water.
Below are recommended actions that you may take, separately or in combination, if you are concerned about lead in your drinking water.  The list also includes where you may find more information and is not intended to be a complete list or to imply that all actions equally reduce lead in drinking water.

Clean your aerator: Regularly remove and clean your faucet’s screen (also known as an aerator). Sediment,
debris, and lead particles can collect in your aerator. If lead particles are caught in the aerator, lead can get into your water. 
Use cold water:  Do not use hot water from the tap for drinking, cooking, or making baby formula as lead dissolves more easily into hot water.  Boiling water does not remove lead from water.
[bookmark: _Hlk174970738]Run Your Water to Flush out Lead:  Before drinking, flush your home’s pipes by running the tap, taking a shower, doing laundry, or doing a load of dishes. The more time water has been sitting in pipes providing water to your home, the more lead it may contain.  The amount of time to run the water will depend on whether your home has a lead service line or not, the length and diameter of the service line and the amount of plumbing in your home. 
Should you want to sample the tap at this location for lead because you have received this notice, contact your local public water system for assistance in selection of a certified laboratory.   Supplies will be sent directly to your location. There may be a cost to you for this sampling. Carefully read the instructions provided with the test kit. Different kits have different procedures. The sample must be taken from a kitchen or bathroom tap that is used daily.  The test requires a sample of water that has been sitting in the household plumbing for no less than 6 but no more than 18 hours. Once the sample is collected, you will promptly ship the sample back to the laboratory. The laboratory will then send the sample results directly to you. 
For more information on sources of lead that include service lines and interior plumbing, please visit https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water#getinfo
Use your filter properly: Using a filter can reduce lead in drinking water. If you use a filter, it should be certified to remove lead. Read any directions provided with the filter to learn how to properly install, maintain, and use your cartridge and when to replace it. Using the cartridge after it has expired can make it less effective at removing lead. Do not run hot water through the filter. For more information on facts and advice on home water filtration systems, visit EPA’s website at 
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/consumer-tool-identifying-point-use-and-pitcher-filters-certified-reduce-lead. 
Consider consulting your healthcare provider.  If you are concerned about the health effects of lead, a family doctor or pediatrician can determine which actions are necessary, whether it is necessary to perform a blood test for lead, and can provide more information about your health.  For more information and links to The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention CDC’s website, please visit https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water.For more information on reducing lead exposure from your drinking water and the health effects of lead, visit EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov/lead
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